This is theatre of the highest
“quality:
imaginative, inspirational
and above all huge fun.
”
– Michael Sheen
Actor and Scene & Heard Patron

Playwriting the Scene & Heard Way
We are pleased to announce that we have
launched our Teachers’ Pack ‘Playwriting the
Scene & Heard Way’ on the Times Educational
Supplement website (www.tes.co.uk). In
doing this we are sharing our experiences and
demonstrating best practice to a wider audience
across the whole of the UK. Like all our work it is
free at the point of use.

Welcome to the Scene & Heard annual newsletter
for Volunteers, Supporters and Member Playwrights.
2012 has been a busy and successful year for Scene & Heard. We have
run five courses, worked with 20 new Member Playwrights with a further 28
returning for second, third and fourth courses with us.
Snakes & Ladders – The Playful Plays
A Replay Production of
10 plays featured a
superb team of volunteers
and Sophie Russell as
third man, who delighted
audiences with her
characters, including a
mad mop, a yeti and a
pair of Jimmy Choo shoes.

Under the Mattress – The Secretive Plays
A Summer Playmaking
One production;
ten glorious plays
that featured a pink
marshmallow taxi driver,
a bald monkey hoping
to re-grow her hair and
Evaporation attempting
to clean up the world.

Stage One
Our workshop weekend to introduce our Member
Playwrights to the fun of performing took place
in May (pictured below). Ably lead by Scene
& Heard volunteer Daisy Douglas, it featured
ten young people, working alongside ten adult
mentors, who together created, rehearsed and
presented their ideas to an invited audience.

Two by Two
A One on One production featured eight
Member Playwrights performing alongside
eight theatre professionals in plays written for
them by eight professional writers (see main
picture). This is the first public performance
for our Member Playwrights and we are
overwhelmingly proud of their success.
Carys Williams taught this course, and she
did a brilliant job.
Upside Down – The Quirky Plays
The final production of 2012 is in rehearsal as
we go to print; we have ten fantastic plays soon
to be brought to life by another winning team of
volunteer theatre professionals.
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The huge amount of skill and experience that
goes into our courses and productions means
they are very difficult for others to replicate in
full. In particular, a school environment is very
different from the one-to-one adult-to-child
ratio that our children experience. However,
elements of our work are easily transferable; our
unique playwriting method can be taught and
enjoyed beyond our walls without necessarily
leading to production or performance.
We created the Teachers’ Pack in direct
response to requests from audience members
and teachers, who are keen to find new ways
of working with language, encourage creativity
and develop literacy. It gives teachers a series
of lesson plans to enable them to teach
Playwriting the Scene & Heard Way. Scene &
Heard staff developed the structure and format
by consulting with primary school teachers
and head teachers, and our volunteer theatre
professionals: actors, writers and directors.
Teachers have told us that the pack is a perfect
fit with the drive to improve written English.

It’s official: “Scene & Heard

makes Britain happy”!

In April we were very proud to be included in the
Independent on Sunday’s Happy List 2012, the
antidote to the Rich List.
The Independent on Sunday believes that Scene
& Heard helps “make Britain a more contented,
better-adjusted, supportive, and happier place.”

Thank you to all the volunteers:

Actors, writers, dramaturgs, directors, composers,
and prop makers and to our wonderful technicians
and designers for a truly FABULOUS year.
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Dear Volunteers, Supporters and Member Playwrights,
schedule
2012 has been a great year for Scene & Heard, cementing our new
on
of courses, raising our profile even further and keeping our fundraising
of
en
track. I have loved meeting new families, working with more childr
Somers Town and delighting in their imaginations.
I was sad to say goodbye to Jasmine Rowe who has worked in the Scene
all our
& Heard office for three years, organising our accounts and getting
with
administrative processes shipshape. She was an absolute joy to work
work,
hard
her
from
tted
and I know that volunteers and children alike benefi
kind heart and big smile.

Goodbye from Jasmine:
Thank you to all who played a part in
my leaving party which took place after
the Summer Playmaking One Sunday
performance. I was showered with gifts,
ﬂowers and a memory book in which so
many of you had written lovely messages. I
was moved to tears when I read through and
will always have it to remember my three
brilliant years at Scene & Heard. I am so
proud to have been part of the magic and will
continue to support in any way I can.
Love and admiration to you all,
– Jasmine xx

eer,
I am delighted to say that Kai Simmons, long term Scene & Heard volunt
has
has stepped into the breach to become our new Office Manager. He
ce
offi
hung up his acting shoes in favour of accounting packages and
the
administration. Simma Gershenson continues to raise funds despite
te.
websi
gloomy economic climate. She has also been working on our new
ﬂoor at
We moved offices, but only across the landing. We are still on the first
ng, with
Theatro Technis but in a bigger, brighter office at the front of the buildi
lpiece.
mante
our
on
our Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in pride of place
as
Looking ahead to 2013, we have five more courses scheduled as well
ising
fundra
g
theatre trips for our older Member Playwrights and some excitin
projects. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your
,
contributions to our work, in whatever capacity: from artists, playwrights
trustees and funders to marathon runners, audience members and
ssful and
supporters, it takes each and every one of you to make us the succe
award-winning charity that we are.

Vodafone World of
Difference update
For the third year running, we have been
awarded a grant from Vodafone to employ a
volunteer on a part time basis to undertake
a study or specific project for Scene & Heard.
This year we have been lucky enough to have
Sally Spurring working as our Monitoring and
Evaluation Co-ordinator:
I have been creating new case studies and
updating Scene & Heard’s monitoring and
evaluation methods to make it easier to
explain and prove to funders how brilliant
Scene & Heard is.
As part of this I have had the pleasure of
talking to Member Playwrights about their
experiences. When I asked one of them how
she felt as she took her bow on the first night
of her first play she said this:

Congratulations and celebrations
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Alan Park’s daughter Matilda,
Catherine Kanter’s son Hal, Peter Collins and Lucianne McEvoy’s daughter Martha,
Andy Bone’s son Jimmy and Zoe Gardner’s daughter Sylvie.
And wedding bells are ringing for Wendy Wason and Stephen Hagan, who are marrying
in December. As a wedding list, the happy couple have very generously asked all their
guests to donate to Scene & Heard.
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“..You just walk onto the stage, and just feel
like… nothing in the world can touch you. It’s
just all you, and they’re all clapping for you
and you did it all and you’re just brilliant.”
With any luck, these case studies and new
monitoring activity will have a similar effect
on the people with the money, who will
secure Scene & Heard’s future and help more
Somers Town children feel like she did…
here’s hoping.
Sally Spurring
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Development news

Marathon runners extraordinaire

Website

Have you seen, have you heard? We are soon
to have a glorious new website, due to be up
and running in early 2013.

It will include photos, a history of Scene &
Heard and both our five-minute promotional
film and the amazing half hour documentary
created by Gaby Szabo and Ben Tunningley.
Let us know what you think of it!

Merchandise

You can now wear Scene & Heard on your
sleeve. Our new t-shirts, mugs, tea towels and
wristbands were available for the first time this
term. You can get your own piece of S&H at the
Replay performances in March 2013.

Funders

Eyes and Ears, our individual giving scheme
is the bedrock that allows us to plan for the
future. A big thank you to all of you who
have signed up this year and to all who
continue to support us in this way.
Audience donations are also vital to our
funding, so thank you to all who put money
into those buckets!

Many thanks to our funders
in 2012:
Arts Council England, BBC Children in
Need, British Transport Police, The London
Borough of Camden Equalities & Cohesion
Fund, Help a Capital Child, The Lloyds TSB
Foundation, Reed Elsevier Cares,
The Mercers’ Company, The Sir James Roll
Charitable Trust, The Tom ap Rhys Pryce
Memorial Trust, The Tudor Trust,
The Unity Theatre Trust and Vodafone
World of Difference, Wednesday’s Child.
We are indebted to an anonymous trust
that funded the entire Summer Playmaking
One course for this year.
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2012 ran away with Scene & Heard. The fit and fabulous Jessica Radcliffe (left) ran the Paris
Marathon in April to raise money for Scene & Heard. Pins & Needles (Sam Dutton, centre) ran
the London Marathon for us. The Pins & Needles character was created for Sam by the Member
Playwrights of Replay 2012. Wearing a costume by Julia Bunce and cheered on by a number of
Scene & Hearders, he raised £3,000. Our next place will be in 2015 – so get training and tell
Simma if you’re interested.
Mad Welshman Jim Paterson ran the ‘Twelveathon’– yes, that’s 12 Marathons – in 2012. He
covered 314.4 miles (not including wrong turns!) which took a combined 66 hours and 19 minutes
of racing. So far he has raised £14,157 for UNICEF and Scene & Heard. To quote our Patron,
Michael Sheen, “Jim Paterson is attempting something both noble and completely stupid. I fully
endorse this combination and still hold both those values as ones we should all aspire to.”

A MASSIVE THANK YOU to Jessica, Sam and Jim, and also to all of you who supported them.
Watch out for news of Scene & Heard volunteer Alan Park, who is planning to run the Berlin
Marathon for us in September 2013.

Quiz 2012

Once again, our quiz master, Jez Worsnip hosted a hugely entertaining and profitable quiz. Gyuri
Surossi’s team, playing without their leader but with the help of Patron Sam West, claimed victory
for the second year in a row. Come along this February to celebrate Scene & Heard’s 14th Birthday
with some top notch quizzing.

Charity of the year

Scene & Heard was honoured to be chosen as the Charity of the Year by several organisations in
2012. Two teams of talented media folk from MEC Global raised money in various ways, including a
lovely quarter page ad in the Guardian on Monday 18 June. Penna, an HR services company, chose
us as their charity of the year and is still raising money for us as we go to press. The pupils at Sarum
Hall School in Camden attended theatre workshops and raised over £400 for us. Patron Max Hill
persuaded a dinner of important barristers to support us.
Do you know of a company with a Charity Scheme that Scene & Heard could be part of? Please call
the office or email simma@sceneandheard.org.

In kind donations:

Huge thanks to our lovely IT support company
The Final Step. This year The Final Step made
sure our office move went without any hiccups
and made our lives a whole lot easier.
www.thefinalstep.co.uk
We are delighted with our new look ﬂyers and
programmes designed by Joe Ewart of Society,
who donates his considerable talents and expertise.

Stephen Einhorn Ltd, maker of
innovative designer jewellery
in Islington, is a supporter of
Scene & Heard.
Stephen himself donated his time
and skill to design the silver Scene & Heard
badge. You can order one from their website
tinyurl.com/SHBadge
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You can help protect the future of
Scene & Heard for just £3 a month!

EYES
& ∗
EARS
Call 0845 0090775 to find out how...
2013 –
the year ahead
Friday 1st February
The Counting House
Anniversary Quiz

Calling all Member Playwrights!
Have you changed school, gone to college
or started work? Let us know – we’d love to
hear your news. And remember, Saturday
performances are Member Playwrights nights
– join us!

Keep in touch

21st - 24th March
Hitting The Road
– The Travelling Plays
A Replay Production

Help us to keep in touch with you; if your details
have changed, drop us a line. Are you in a show
that we could bring a group of Scene & Heard
Member Playwrights to? Perhaps we could
meet the actors or have a backstage tour!
Please let us know if you are able to help.

4th - 7th July
Slick Tricks
– The Flawless Plays
A Playmaking One Production

Actors and Directors – Scene & Heard is good
for you! Please spread the word by including
your volunteering with us in your biographies
for programmes, etc.

31st October and 1st November
Side by Side
A Playback Production

This newsletter only comes out once a year, but
you can now stay up to date with all the latest
Scene & Heard news by following us on Twitter
at @SceneandHeardUK, or by ‘Liking’ us at
www.facebook.com/sceneandhearduk

5th - 8th December
Best Foot Forward
– The Bold Plays
A Playmaking One Production

Volunteers – link to our page at:
www.linkedin.com/company/scene-&-heard_2
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