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Welcome to the Scene & Heard annual newsletter for
volunteers, supporters and Member Playwrights.

Scene & Heard was delighted to
welcome Her Royal Highness, Sophie,
The Countess of Wessex to Theatro
Technis in March this year. She met
patrons, volunteers and supporters
before watching our wonderful Replay
production. Her Royal Highness was
genuinely impressed by the work, she
clearly enjoyed the performances and
chatting with the child playwrights
afterwards. They were completely
bowled over by her, as were their proud
parents and teachers looking on. The
whole evening was beautifully recorded
by Scene & Heard volunteer and
photographer, Roger Lawrence.
The royal theme continued when we
received The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service: the MBE for voluntary
organisations. This is in recognition of
twelve years of work in Somers Town,
of the legacy of Founders Kate Coleman
& Sophie Boyack and of the amazing
dedication of our 450 volunteers.

2011 has been a fantastic and gloriously royal year for Scene & Heard.
We have worked with more children than ever, offering 60 places on a
range of courses to the children and young people of Somers Town:
Stage One: Our workshop weekend which introduces our Member Playwrights
to the fun of performing took place in February. Eleven young people, working
alongside adult mentors, presented their ideas to an invited audience.
Twist & Turn – The Giddy Plays: A Replay Production of ten plays featured a
wonderful team of volunteers and the multi-role playing skills of Simon Scardifield.
Simon delighted HRH The Countess of Wessex, along with a multitude of special
guests with his characterisations, including an old shopping trolley, the cockroach
Prime Minister and an Albanian kidney (pictured below left).
Doubling Up: A One on One production featured ten Member Playwrights,
each performing alongside a theatre professional, in plays written for them by ten
professional writers (below middle). This hugely successful course was taught by
Alice Barclay and completed just days before her baby, Eve, arrived!
Rant & Rave – The Bombastic Plays: A Summer Playmaking One production;
nine great plays with characters including a tsunami and a doorknob (below right).
Tall Tales For Two: We were delighted to be able to run this Playback course for
the first time since its pilot in 2008. It is open to our older Members who have completed
all four previous courses, and promises to become a mainstay of our schedule.
Wading Through Treacle – The Sticky Plays: In rehearsal as we go to print,
we have ten fantastic plays soon to be brought to life by another winning team of
volunteer theatre professionals.

The Award was presented by Sir Ian
Johnstone, the Deputy Lieutenant for
London, in a ceremony at Theatro Technis
witnessed by over 100 Scene & Heard
volunteers. The Award stands on our
office mantlepiece together with the
certificate signed by Her Majesty The
Queen. If you are passing, do pop in and
have a look. The ceremony was followed
by a jolly fine party for volunteers at
The Forge and our thanks go to
Charlotte and Adam Caird for allowing
us to party in their beautiful music
venue in the heart of Camden
(www.forgevenue.org).

“This is theatre of the highest quality: imaginative, inspirational and above all huge fun.”
Michael Sheen, actor and Patron of Scene & Heard
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Giles Taylor, Simon Scardifield, David Cottis and
Rosalind Paul at Buckingham Palace

Impressions of an Afternoon
at the Palace by David Cottis
The four of us, gathered in our glad
rags – three men in suits and a small
woman in a big hat. Our fellow-guests,
hundreds of people, many from other
voluntary organisations.
HMQ herself in lime green, appearing
to be genuinely interested in everyone
presented to her. The combination
of giggles and relief that passes over
people’s faces immediately after a
conversation with the Queen.
The knowledge that you’re there as
a representative of hundreds of other
volunteers, and the glory of being there
because of something that started twelve
years ago in a hall in Somers Town.
Photographer Sally Mais came and
took lots of backstage photos during
our production Rant & Rave. She is
compiling a collection of backstage
shots from theatres up and down the
country entitled Beginners:
www.sallymaisphotography.com

Weddings...
Wedding bells have been ringing this
year for: Kai Simmons, Alys Torrance,
Carys Williams and Bea Hutton. Also,
Kali Peacock and Martin Ritchie who
married each other. Many congratulations
to all of them.

...and babies!
We would like to extend a warm welcome
to Emma Cleasby and Ben O’Sullivan’s
son Kit, Sarah Goddard’s son Solomon,
Pandora Colin’s son Riley, Sally Spurring’s
daughter Marnie, Alice Barclay’s daughter
Eve, Jamie Glassman’s son Elijah, Catriona
Craig’s son Jamie and of course to Kate
Coleman and Ghiv Chahidi’s son George.
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...and one from Max Hill QC, outgoing chairman of S&H:
The first week of September saw
the presentation of the Queen’s
Award
for Voluntary Ser vice to Scene &
Heard, and also my departure from
Board after ten happy years, six
the
of them as Chairman. It has bee
n a real
privilege to work with all of you
and with the children of Somers
Town.
We have created something of rea
l value to our community. You and
I
feel that value every time we wat
ch or par ticipate in a production
, but the
national recognition that comes
with the Queen’s Award will help
Roz,
Simma, Jasmine and the Board
of Trustees to do even more in
persuading
potential suppor ters and sponso
rs to step forward.
I know that I leave the Board in
excellent shape for the future, and
I
am delighted that Nick Gray has
accepted the challenge of becom
ing
Chairman. He has S&H in his hea
rt just as I do. As for me, it is not
farewell but au revoir. It was tim
e for me to step aside so that oth
ers bring
fresh ideas forward, but I remain
a committed Scene &
Hearder, a dedicated Eyes and Ear
s member, and a fan
of every one of you who bring you
r skill and creativity to
the best small charity in London
. Thank you for providing
so many highlights over the yea
rs, and good luck with
the next production. I shall be wat
ching!
Max
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Many thanks to our funders in
2011: The Arts Council, BBC
Children in Need, The GS Sanders
Charitable Settlement, Help a
Capital Child, John Lyon’s Charity,
The Lloyd’s TSB Foundation for
England & Wales, Reed Elsevier,
The Peter de Haan Charitable
Trust, The Sir James Roll
Charitable Trust, The Tudor Trust.

Gifts in kind

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Set and hosted by the incomparable Jez Worsnip, our February
Anniversary Pub Quiz (above)was a great success and raised £500.
Volunteers, Patrons, board members and supporters answered
questions, played silly games, won prizes and had a great night out. See
you at the next quiz in February 2012!
In March Louisa Gummer, Liz Bower, Sophie Boyack, Heather
Coombs, Suzanne Goldberg, Sarah Lawn, Thomas Nelstrop, Ben
O’Sullivan and Jasmine Rowe sang their hearts out at the Charioke
Marathon in Smithfields, raising £1350. Our sincere thanks to them all.
As we go to press we are embarking on our first
ever online giving campaign through the Big Give
Christmas Challenge. Have you taken part? We
want to know how it was for you; email simma@
sceneandheard.org to let us know. We’ll let you
know how much we raised – watch this space.
In April, the courageous Sam Dutton (left, as
a World War II helmet) will run the London
Marathon for Scene & Heard. We will be at the
race to cheer him on – do come and join us.
Do you have a good fundraising idea or opportunity?
Get in touch!
Simma Gershenson

Innovative jewellers Stephen
Einhorn Ltd. donated
several handmade pieces to
our fundraising efforts this year.
Now Stephen has given his time
and skill to design a silver S&H badge.
You can order one from their website
www.stepheneinhorn.co.uk
Huge thanks to our lovely IT company
The Final Step (www.thefinalstep.co.uk).
They’ve supplied us with new, faster
computers, and supported us all the way.

Our beautiful films
The five minute promo is on our website
for all to view. The longer version was
completed by our filmmakers Gaby &
Ben this year and was premiered at our
Queens Award ceremony.

Scene & Heard: fit for the future
It has long been a point of discussion amongst the Scene & Heard family as to
what other ways we could generate income aside from grants and traditional
fundraising. The Vodafone World of Difference programme has enabled Scene
& Head to employ me to explore a couple of these ideas.
Firstly we have been looking into the development of an educational resource.
Our core work would be impossible to replicate in a classroom, due to the
one-to-one nature of the mentoring, but the charity could develop a free,
downloadable resource to help teachers bring the benefits of playwriting
into the classroom. We would also offer training for teachers on our methods
and a supplementary pack of support materials, hopefully including a DVD of
example plays! All work in progress, but thanks to all the volunteers who have
offered their expertise in these areas it is coming together.
The second idea is to utilise our pool of talented volunteers to create a course or
workshop day for the corporate world, paying the facilitators and channelling
any profits back into the charity. We have had several meetings brainstorming
ideas for this as well as a practical session where Anna Cottis, sister of volunteer
David, kindly ran a workshop to demonstrate the work she does in France.
Hopefully either of these projects might provide a new income stream for
Scene & Heard as well as introducing new people to our work.
To be continued…		
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Sarah Lawn

Scene & Heard was delighted to be part
of GiveCampUK, a writing weekend for
software developers. An amazing team
worked incredibly hard to create some
whizz-bang clever stuff, building a new
ticketing system and database, just for us.
Thank you to all volunteers – actors,
writers, dramaturges, directors,
composers, photographers and
prop makers, technicians, film
makers and designers – for a truly
FABULOUS year.
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You can
help protect
the future
of Scene &
Heard for
just £3
a month!

Call 0845 0090775 to find out how...
Calling all Member Playwrights
3rd February
Anniversary Quiz

HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT:
Simma Gershenson
ADMINISTRATOR:
Jasmine Rowe
PATRONS:
Damian Lewis
Emily Watson
Samuel West
HONORARY PATRONS:
Hugh Bonneville
Anna Chancellor
Jennie Darnell
Tom Goodman-Hill
Roger Lloyd Pack
Helen McCrory
Bill Nighy
Michael Sheen
Cathy Tyson
Zoë Wanamaker
Richard Wilson

5th – 8th July
Under the Mattress –
The Secretive Plays
A Playmaking One
Production

Are you in a show that we could bring
a group of Scene & Heard Member
Playwrights to? Please let us know as
we love a good night out.

TRUSTEES:
Nick Gray (Chairman)
Daryl Dunbar
Michael Fowle
Becca Manley
Michelle Nelson
Paul Perkins
Geoff Smout
Will Wharfe

Actors and Directors – please
include your volunteering with
Scene & Heard in your biographies
for programmes, etc.

17th September
Scene & Heard AGM
All are welcome

FOUNDERS:
Sophie Boyack
Kate Coleman

This newsletter only comes out once a
year, but you can now stay up to date
with all the latest Scene & Heard news
by following @SceneandHeardUK on
Twitter, or by joining us at
www.facebook.com/
sceneandhearduk

22nd – 25th March
Snakes & Ladders –
The Playful Plays
A Replay Production

2012 The year ahead
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Have you changed school, gone to
college or started work? Let us know
– we’d love to hear your news. And
remember, Saturday performances are
Member Playwrights nights – join us!

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR:
Rosalind Paul

1st & 2nd November
Two by Two
A One-on-One Production
6th – 9th December
Upside Down –
The Quirky Plays
A Playmaking One Production

Keep in touch
Help us to keep in touch with you;
if your details have changed, drop
us a line.

Volunteers – link to our page at
www.linkedin.com/company/
scene-&-heard_2

Theatro Technis
26 Crowndale Road
London NW1 1TT

Office 0845 0090775
Box Office 020 73889008
mail@sceneandheard.org
www.sceneandheard.org
Registered charity no. 1077836

Newsletter design by Edie Mullen
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